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Indiana’s College Presidents Call on Hoosiers to Mentor  

Declaration in Support of Mentoring Issued at Start of National Mentoring Month
INDIANAPOLIS – As National Mentoring Month begins, the presidents of Indiana’s seven public universities and colleges, as well as representative of Indiana’s private colleges and universities, have jointly signed a declaration encouraging Hoosiers to “vigorously support youth mentoring as a life-changing strategy for the personal, academic, and economic success of Indiana children and youth.”

The declaration comes at a time when a newer trend in youth mentoring continues to grow. In some programs, including one funded by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education’s Learn More Indiana initiative, mentors are being paired with students in high school and are committing to staying in contact with their mentees through high school graduation and the student’s chosen path of completing a degree or training program.

“Indiana has made great gains in raising Hoosiers’ aspirations for higher education, but far too many of our students leave college without earning a degree or credential,” said Teresa Lubbers, Indiana Commissioner for Higher Education. “A quality mentor can play an essential role in guiding and supporting students in getting an education beyond high school, and so I applaud our university presidents and join them in asking Hoosiers to consider becoming a mentor.”
The declaration was circulated among the presidents by the Indiana Mentoring Partnership (IMP), a partner in Learn More Indiana’s College Success Mentoring program. The program launched this fall with all schools in Indiana having more than 60 percent of their students qualifying for free and reduced-priced lunch being asked to apply. A total of eight schools in East Chicago, Evansville, Fort Wayne, Indianapolis and Marion were chosen, and then local mentoring organizations were picked to institute the mentoring program. 
The College Success Mentoring program is based on a proven model for success that pairs adult mentors with students who have qualified for the state’s Twenty-first Century Scholars program. However, College Success mentors took the additional step of agreeing to mentor their students through college or career training. The state is providing funding and overall direction for the effort, while IMP and the Indiana Youth Institute provide technical assistance and other resources to the seven local mentoring organizations that have recruited mentors for the program. 

IMP was inspired to reach out to Indiana’s higher education leaders following a meeting with University of Indianapolis President Beverley Pitts said Bill Stanczykiewicz, President and CEO of IYI, which houses IMP. 

“President Pitts so eloquently told us that ‘many of our problems would be solved, including more students earning degrees, if every child had a long-term mentor relationship in his or her life,’” Stanczykiewicz said. “Her statement confirmed the efforts to mentor at-risk students through college were on track, and obtaining the presidents’ signatures demonstrated that her colleagues shared her view.”
The petition is signed by the presidents of Indiana’s seven public colleges and universities: Ball State University President Jo Ann Gora, Indiana State University President Daniel Bradley, Indiana University President Michael McRobbie, Ivy Tech Community College President Thomas Snyder, Purdue University France Córdova, University of Southern Indiana Linda Bennett, and Vincennes University Richard E. Helton. 

Also signing is Richard Ludwick, President of the Independent Colleges of Indiana, a collaborative effort of Indiana’s 31 private universities and colleges. ICI's website provides a complete listing of its member colleges and links to each school’s website.

The entire text of the declaration reads:  

As leaders of Indiana’s universities and colleges, we join together to declare:

· A post-secondary degree, credential, or certificate is essential to an individual’s economic success and self-sufficiency in the 21st Century economy; and

· All students need abundant motivation and aspiration to learn the academic and life skills needed for post-secondary readiness, access, and success; and

· Strong support from family, community, and school are essential to a student’s academic preparation and achievement; and

· A one-on-one relationship with a caring mentor can build upon a student’s strengths, identify and help a student overcome challenges, and provide the encouragement and information necessary for the student to succeed in school and succeed in life.

Therefore, as the nation celebrates “National Mentoring Month” in January 2012, we encourage Hoosiers to vigorously support youth mentoring as a life-changing strategy for the personal, academic, and economic success of Indiana children and youth.
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Get involved: Become a Mentor

Adults interested in mentoring should contact the participating mentoring organization in their area.  Organizations are in need of adults who have a passion for helping youth achieve success in life, adults who are college educated or have some experience and knowledge of postsecondary schooling, and most of all, adults who are willing to commit their time to serve youth for multiple years as they pursue higher education.  

To find the local mentoring organizations in the Indiana College Success Mentoring Program, contact the Indiana Mentoring Partnership at info@abetterhour.org or 877-661-3040.
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About Learn More Indiana
Learn More Indiana helps Hoosiers of all ages plan, prepare and pay for college and career success. Learn More Indiana is a partnership of the Indiana Commission for Higher Education, the Indiana Department of Education, the Indiana Department of Workforce Development and the State Student Assistance Commission of Indiana, with additional support from Indiana’s colleges and universities, the Lumina Foundation for Education, USA Funds and the U.S. Department of Education. 

In print, in person, online and on the phone, Learn More Indiana helps Hoosier students of all ages succeed in school, complete college and connect to careers. Learn more at LearnMoreIndiana.org.   

About the Indiana Mentoring Partnership

The Indiana Mentoring Partnership is an initiative of the Indiana Youth Institute (IYI). The Indiana Mentoring Partnership promotes and supports quality mentoring to foster academic success and positive youth development. It is our vision that no youth shall wait for a caring and involved mentor. The Partnership seeks to accomplish this by: increasing public awareness of the need and benefits of youth mentoring, expanding community collaborations and investments in mentoring and by providing technical assistance and trainings.

The Indiana Youth Institute promotes the healthy development of Indiana children and youth by serving the people, institutions and communities that impact their well-being. For more information about IYI, visit www.iyi.org.




Contact:  Glenn Augustine


                800-343-7060 ext. 2734
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