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Hoosier Children: Births & Deaths 

The Indiana Department of Health recently released 2007 birth and death numbers. The birth report overviews the 
demographics of mothers and their prenatal behaviors, and the death report shows the leading causes of death for 
children under age 24 by age group. Here are some highlights: 
 
Of the nearly 90,000 births in Indiana in 2007, most women (59%) giving birth were between the ages of 20 and 30, 
and 3.4% were under age 18. 

 

 
 

11.2% of Indiana’s births were to mothers
under age 20. 
 

 

42.4% of Indiana’s births were to unmarried 
parents. 

Children born to unmarried parents, teen parents, 
or mothers with less than a high school diploma  
are likely to grow up in lower income families than 
children with married, more highly educated 
parents, and parents who have delayed having 
children. (1) 

Teen Birth Rate (per thousand)  
Top 5 Counties ages 15-17 - 2007 

Highest Rate Lowest Rate

Scott  43.2 Ohio  0.0

Blackford  43.1 Brown  3.7

Fayette  41.5 Sullivan  5.2

Jennings  41.3 Monroe  5.5

Rush  38.8 Warren  5.8

For a list of all 92 counties, visit iyi.org/data 

http://www.iyi.org/data




 
Child Deaths 
In 2007, 1240 children died before their 18th birthday.  
For children over age 1, unintentional injuries (accidents) are the leading cause of death. 

 

Indiana, 2007 Leading Causes of Death by Age Group 

Under Age 1 677 Ages 1-4 Years 105

Disorders related to short gestation and  
low birthweight 18.6% Accidents 28.6%

Congenital malformations, deformations and 
chromosomal abnormalities 16.5% Assault (homicide) 12.4%

Accidents 7.5% Congenital malformations, deformations and 
chromosomal abnormalities 12.4%

Sudden infant death syndrome 5.9% Cancer 8.6%

Newborn affected by maternal complication of 
pregnancy 5.0% Septicemia 5.7%

Ages 5-14 Years 152 Ages 15-24 Years 725

Accidents 38.2% Accidents 44.0%

Cancer 15.1% Suicide 13.4%

Assault (homicide) 4.6% Assault (homicide) 12.7%

Congenital malformations, deformations and 
chromosomal abnormalities 4.6% Cancer 4.8%

Diseases of heart 3.9% Diseases of heart 3.4%

To see all of Indiana’s data, visit http://www.in.gov/isdh   
Birth Data: http://www.in.gov/isdh/19095.htm  and  

Death Data: http://www.in.gov/isdh/19096.htm 
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