


Youth Encouragement Services, located in 
Aurora, serves adolescents in the juvenile 
justice and child welfare systems. Along with 
traditional services and counseling, the 
residential facility provides opportunities for 
teens to shop for groceries, cool, clean, do 
laundry, learn budgeting, and experience 
other skills essential to a stable, productive 
life. "We're willing to look at the positives in 
their lives." 

What do jazz great Wynton Marsalis, country 
music star Ricky Skaggs, and the lead violinist 
from the Broadway smash, "River Dance," have 
in common with low-income kids in northern 
Indiana? They have all performed at the world 
class Goshen College Music Center. Their 
Acorn Scholarship program offers "The lessons, 
the recitals, the concerts. It's just fun to teach 
music to children and watch them learn." 

Grab a book and find a buddy. That's the 
strategy for Book Buddies, a successful 
tutoring and mentoring program that 
dramatically is improving academic skills in 
Bartholomew County. "When the student has 
caring adults helping them, they gain 
confidence to keep trying." 

When working with homeless teenagers, 
progress is not measured in months, but by 
smaller moments. That's why the measurable 
success of the G.O.A.L. program, run by 
Outreach, Inc., is so remarkable. "We are not 
just providing a band-aid; we're providing the 
opportunity for transformation."  
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